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PARIS, Feb. 19 — A some- 
what stiffer View of China’s 
readiness to war with the 
United States has emerged in 
a second report by Edgar 
Snow just published here. 

The American writer says i 
that Chinese leaders told him 
they would intervene in Viet-' 
Nam at the request of Ho Chi- 
minh. 

In his first report on his 
Peking talks, Snow quoted 
Mao Tsg-tuag as saying that 
China woul(^» to war only if 
her own territory was at- 
tacked. 

But this harder line is tem- 
pered by another observation. 
Snow writes that the Chinese 
leaders believed that Ameri- 
can air attacks on North Viet- 
Nam would be tantamount to 
a confession of political de- 
feat. This might appear to 
suggest that the Chinese 
would step in only if Ameri- 
can ground forces move into 
North Viet-Nam. 

There is one major difficul- 
ty with so literal a reading, 
however. Snow talked to the 
Chinese leaders early in Jan- 
uary, well before the new 
round of bombing raids was 
launched on Hanoi’s installa- 
tions. Whether or not Peking 

• still considers American air 
' attacks as a sign of acknowl- 
' edged political failure is an 

open question. 

, Sees U.S. Isolated 

If the Chinese are grimly 
ready to battle American in- 
^ fantry, it is clear from Snow’s 
[. account that they respect ‘ 

} American air and naval pow- 

• er. 

‘ In the event of war, Chinese 
' authorities told Snow, Ameri- ■ 
can planes and ships would 
dominate the air and sea. But 
again. Snow writes, Peking be- 
lieves this could not lead to 
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any political victory and 
would only serve to isolate 
the United States from most 
of the civilized world. 

Snow is the first Westerner 
to interview Peking’s leaders 
before they took power. His 
long-standing sympathy for 
the regime is demonstrated by 
its leaders’ rare wiUingness to 
talk with him- 
The first report of his re- 
cent conversations in Peking, 
an extended interview with 
Maq, appeared last week. Yes- 
terday, the French weekly. 
Nouveau Candida, published 
the second. It consists of a 
summary of the views of oth- 
er Chinese officials. The only 
one Snow names is Chen-yi, 
the Vice Premier and Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs. 

The Chinese told Snow that 
they, wouldn’t intervene auto- 
matically if the United States 
invades North Viet-Nam but 
only if Hanoi’s President Ho 
asks for support. Such a re- 
quest would be honored. Snow 
reports the Chinese saying, 
even if the Soviet Union did 
not respond. 

Since the Chinese think 
that even a non-nuclear war 
with the United States would 
be painful and costly, it is 
hard to believe that such a 
crucial decision would in fact 
be left in the hands of anyone 
else. Peking’s underlying mes- 
sage appears to be this: There 
is a strong likelihood that we 
will come in if American 
ground forces in Saigon go 
northward. 

How War Would Go 
In such an event, the Chi- 
nese, according to Snow, see 
the war developing' this way: 
Peking would attack all Amer- 
ican bases in Southeast Asia. 
Prinqe Sihanouk of Cambodia 
would support Hanoi; Indone- 
sia and Burma would break 
relations with Washington, 
and Thailand would have 
good reason to fear an inter- 
nal Uprising. 

If the war broke out on a 
larger scale, China would help 
North Korea against South 
Korea and ready itself to re- 
ply to an American-supported 
attack from Taiwan. 

The Soviet Union would 
also be forced to aid North 
Korea and nobody could then 
be sure that the struggle 
would, not be extended to Eu- 
rope. 

In Viet-Nam, the combina- 
tion of Hanoi’s army and the 
Viet Cong could overthrow 
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the Saigon regime in four 
weeks. Americans there would 
be isolated and captured. 

In the Chinese view. Snow 
reports, American naval and 
air dominance would enable 
the United States to invade 
the east and southeast of Chi- 
na. But no political victory 
could ever follow from this. 

Snow says that the Chinese, 
leaders are rational men, not; 
blinded by ideology. He re-j 
ports that they regard Ameri- 
can’s leaders as equally ra- 
tional, unwilling to use the 
suicidal weapon of nuclear 
arms. In Peking’s eyes, the 
United States is looking for a 
negotiation and it is doubted 
that even the limited war 
sketched out for Snow would 
be launched. 

Snow concludes that Chi- 
na’s troops have never been 
better trained, better armed 
or in better physical condi- 
tion- He says China has weU- 
equipped armored divisions, a 
more modern air force than 
[has been reported and enough 
food and fuel. In a defensive 
war, he says, Chinese morale 
would be at its maximum. ' 


